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Forecasting of tobacco downy mildew based on information of the last 30 years in north of Iran
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Abstract

Downy mildew, caused by Peronospora tabacina, is the most important disease of tobacco in the world which came to Iran in 1963. The
northern part of Iran has the highest levels of tobacco cultivation and more than 70 to 80% of the extracted tobacco is obtained from these areas.
During the last 30 years, the disease has appeared in 18 years with varying severity in Tirtash region. This research was conducted with the aim of
examining the relationship between the amount of disease and climate variables. For this purpose, the amount of disease was recorded as severity
percent (EP3) and converted to outbreak occurrence (EP1) and severity levels (EP2) during the 30 years (1984-2014). The growth period of tobacco
was considered as a model base and four time windows were defined in this time period and predictor variables were determined among 21
meteorological variables. Correlation of the variables with the disease indicate that the best time window for disease warning was complete length
of Farvardin (March 20 to April 20) and average of mean temperature (ATA), total precipitation (SP) and average of wind speed (AWS) had the
highest correlation with dependent variables. The highest efficiency of prediction of developed models were 80.7%, 64.5% and 33.8% based on
EP1, EP2 and EP3, respectively. The best combination of two predictor variables for disease prediction was obtained by ATA and SP.
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Fig. 1. Location of the study in Tirtash region, Galogah town,
Mazandaran province.
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Table 1. Variables from weather data used for statistical relationships with tobacco downy mildew disease epidemic.

Type Variable Unit Concept
MTM °c minimum of minimum temperature
XT™M °c maximum of minimum temperature
ATM °c average of minimum temperature
MTX °c minimum of maximum temperature
XTX °c maximum of maximum temperature
ATX °c average of maximum temperature
MTA °c minimum of mean temperature
XTA °c maximum of mean temperature
ATA °c average of mean temperature
Independent (weather variables) MHM % minimum of minimum relative humidity

XHM % maximum of minimum relative humidity
AHM % average of minimum relative humidity
MHX % minimum of maximum relative humidity
XHX % maximum of maximum relative humidity
AHX % average of maximum relative humidity
MHA % minimum of mean relative humidity
XHA % maximum of mean relative humidity
AHA % average of mean relative humidity

SP mm Sum of precipitation

SR mm Sum of rainy days
AWS m/s average of wind speed

EP1 score disease epidemic (1) or not (0)

Dependent (disease) EP2 score disease epidemic as outbreak (2) or normal (1) or no disease (0)

EP3 % Disease severity
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Fig. 2. History of tobacco downy mildew disease during the recent 30 years (1984-2014) in Tirtash region.

Year Planting date Disease occurrence date Epidemic situation* Final disease severity (EP3) EP1 EP2
1984 1984/05/05 1984/06/12 + 224 1 1
1985 1985/05/11 - - 131 0 0
1986 1986/05/01 1986/06/01 + 20.7 1 1
1987 1987/04/08 1987/06/10 ++ 28.6 1 2
1988 1988/04/12 1988/06/07 + 34.8 1 2
1989 1989/05/07 - - 14.2 0 0
1990 1990/05/01 1990/05/30 + 19.8 0 0
1991 1991/04/14 1991/05/13 + 19.1 0 0
1992 1991/05/04 1991/06/17 + 32.2 1 2
1993 1993/04/25 1993/06/02 + 224 1 1
1994 1994/05/05 1994/06/22 + 35.6 1 2
1995 1995/04/16 1995/05/29 + 36.6 1 2
1996 1996/05/05 1996/06/05 + 29.6 1 2
1997 1997/04/05 1997/05/12 + 34.6 1 2
1998 1998/04/12 1998/05/18 + 20 0 0
1999 1999/04/25 1999/06/09 + 37.6 1 2
2000 2000/05/01 2000/05/25 + 13.8 0 0
2001 2001/04/18 2001/05/13 + 15 0 0
2002 2002/05/05 2002/06/19 + 17.2 0 0
2003 2003/04/29 2003/06/10 ++ 34.9 1 2
2004 2004/04/27 2004/06/01 + 47 1 2
2005 2005/05/01 2005/06/13 + 26.3 1 1
2006 2006/05/08 2006/06/07 ++ 16 0 0
2007 2007/04/20 2007/05/25 ++ 12.4 0 0
2008 2008/05/02 2008/06/02 + 114 0 0
2009 2009/05/11 2009/06/06 + 37.8 1 2
2010 2010/05/05 2010/06/03 + 14.7 0 0
2011 2011/04/23 2011/05/29 + 39.8 1 2
2012 2012/05/04 2012/05/26 ++ 18.9 0 0
2013 2013/04/29 2013/06/17 + 234 1 1
2014 2014/05/10 2014/06/08 + 20 1 1
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* Symbols +, - and ++ indicate years with occurrence, not occurrence and high severity of disease as more than one time fungicide spraying per
season was needed to control the disease. Definition of EP1 and EP2 are presented in Table 1.
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Table 3. Characteristics of time windows for calculating weather

variables required for developing forecast model of tobacco
downy mildew.
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Window Defenition Time duration
W01 2 — 4 leaves Last 10 days of March
W02 4 — 6 leaves First 10 days of April
W03 Full planting Middle 10 days of April
W04 - 20 March to 20 April
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Table 4. Statistical significance and Spearman rank correlation coefficient of periodic variables with epidemic situation of tobacco downy mildew
disease occurrence separated by four time windows based on dependent variable EP1.

Window Statistics MTM XTM ATM MTX XTX ATX MTA XTA ATA MHM XHM AHM MHX XHX AHX MHA XHA AHA SP SR AWS
Pvalle 024 013 -018 -024 022 019 023 018 -023 007 008 010 007 005 007 005 -004 009 015 -019 0.0
W01
r 0.18 0.47 0.33 0.19 0.23 0.29 0.21 0.33 0.20 0.70 0.67 0.59 0.70 0.77 0.70 0.78 0.81 0.63 0.42 0.29 0.59
P-value -0.36 -0.35 -0.39 -0.26  -0.04 -0.21 -0.38 -0.15 -0.36 0.07 -0.04 0.04 -0.24 -0.19 -0.19 -0.01 0.10 -0.04 0.25 0.02 0.19
wo2
r 0.05 0.05 0.03 0.15 0.83 0.25 0.04 0.41 0.05 0.70 0.83 0.83 0.19 0.31 0.30 0.94 0.60 0.81 0.17 0.92 0.30
P-value -0.17 0.02 -0.30 -022  -0.32 -0.17 -0.34 -0.27 -0.28 0.11 -0.04 0.12 -0.01 0.16 0.04 0.03 0.01 0.11 0.22 0.09 0.00
W03
r 03 092 010 023 008 035 006 013 013 053 083 052 097 037 081 087 094 053 022 064 098
P-value -0.26 -0.09 -0.55 -034  -021 -0.44 -0.30 -0.35 -0.53 0.13 0.00 0.15 0.06 0.18 0.00 0.01 0.06 0.08 0.38 0.00 0.16
W04
r 0.16 0.63 0.00 0.06 0.25 0.02 0.10 0.05 0.00 0.48 1.00 0.40 0.73 0.32 1.00 0.95 0.76 0.65 0.04 0.98 0.38
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Table 5. Statistical significance and Spearman rank correlation coefficient of periodic variables with epidemic situation of tobacco downy mildew
disease occurrence separated by four time windows based on dependent variable EP2.
Window Statistics MTM XT™M ATM MTX XTX ATX MTA XTA ATA MHM XHM AHM MHX XHX AHX MHA XHA AHA SP SR AWS
P-value -0.17 -0.15 -0.11 -0.28 -0.25 -0.22 -0.18 -0.20 -0.25 0.09 -0.02 0.17 0.04 0.01 0.07 0.04 0.02 0.14 0.05 -0.08 0.26
W01
r 0.35 0.43 0.54 0.13 0.18 0.23 0.32 0.27 0.18 0.62 0.90 0.35 0.83 0.95 0.71 0.81 0.92 0.46 0.78 0.67 0.15
Pvalle  -0.38  -025 -033 -034 -004 025 041 013 -035 008 004 004 023 018 020 002 017 003 030 009 038
W02
r 0.04 0.17 0.07 0.06 0.83 0.17 0.03 0.48 0.05 0.64 0.83 0.82 0.20 0.31 0.27 0.93 0.37 0.86 0.10 0.61 0.04
P-value -0.28 -0.15 -0.39 -0.27 -0.38 -0.23 -0.39 -0.37 -0.38 0.08 0.03 0.09 0.00 0.12 0.09 0.05 0.10 0.10 0.33 0.15 0.24
wo3
r 0.13 0.40 0.03 0.13 0.04 0.20 0.03 0.04 0.04 0.65 0.86 0.62 0.98 0.53 0.62 0.78 0.60 0.58 0.07 0.43 0.19
P-value -0.22 -0.23 -0.53 -0.37 -0.35 -0.50 -0.28 -0.48 -0.58 0.09 0.03 0.17 0.04 0.10 0.01 0.00 0.11 0.09 0.39 0.12 0.34
W04
r 022 021 000 004 005 001 012 001 000 061 08 035 08 057 095 099 056 063 003 050 0.07
. e e . . . T . . - Z . 1T - . - .
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Table 6. Statistical significance and Spearman rank correlation coefficient of periodic variables with epidemic situation of tobacco downy mildew
disease occurrence separated by four time windows based on dependent variable EP3.
Window Statistics MTM XTM ATM MTX XTX ATX MTA XTA ATA MHM XHM AHM MHX XHX AHX MHA XHA AHA SP SR AWS
P-value -0.19 -0.24 -0.17 -0.11 -0.16 -0.12 -0.11 -0.20 -0.16 -0.07 -0.01 0.01 0.05 0.11 0.19 -0.09 0.04 0.07 -0.07 -011 021
W01
r 0.32 0.20 0.37 0.57 0.38 0.50 0.57 0.29 0.39 0.70 0.97 0.97 0.79 0.56 0.30 0.62 0.83 0.70 0.71 0.55 0.26
P-value -0.42 -0.12 -0.30 -0.50 -0.02 -0.29 -0.51 -0.11 -0.36 -0.01 0.26 0.03 -0.22 -0.15 -0.14 -0.04 0.34 -0.02 0.47 0.20 0.39
W02
r 0.02 0.51 0.10 0.00 0.93 0.12 0.00 0.55 0.05 0.97 0.17 0.87 0.23 0.42 0.44 0.82 0.06 0.91 0.01 0.28 0.03
Pvalie  -040 030 -053 -022  -029 031 -038  -032 -0.44 -0.07 007 012 000  -002 -001 000 003 009 035 011 022
W03
r 003 010 000 023 012 009 003 008 0.01 0.70 070 052 098 090 09 099 08 062 006 056 023
P-value -0.21 -0.17 -0.46 -0.43 -0.27 -0.40 -0.33 -0.32 -0.51 -0.04 0.08 -0.04 0.02 0.18 0.02 -0.05 0.17 -0.02 0.45 0.10 0.32
W04
r 025 037 001 002 014 003 007 008 0.00 0.82 066 083 09 034 091 080 036 08 001 058 008




Ol e 53 2338 b oo SMI Gulusl 05555 J51s St (g 5kom 2T S 101,800 5 (30 5 Liow

(P adlae
Fig. 2. Changes of annual average temperature, average humidity and total precipitation during the recent 30 years (1984-2014) in Tirtash region.
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Fig. 3. Average severity of tobacco downy mildew during the 30 years (1984-2014) in Tirtash region.
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Fig. 4. Box plots of two predictor variables of tobacco downy mildew during the 30 years (1984-2014)

in Tirtash region based on dependent variable EP1.
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Fig. 5. 2D scatterplots of the predictor variables of tobacco downy

mildew during the 30 years (1984-2014) in Tirtash region based on
dependent variable EP1.
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Table 7. Parameters and statistics of Logestic regression and Discriminant analysis for predictor variables of
tobacco downy mildew in Tirtash region based on disease occurrence in time window of W04.

Dependent Independent Discriminant Analysis Logistic regression
variable variable ; Canonical Correctly ; ) Adjusted
p-value correlation classified (%) p-value R-squared (%) R-squared (%)
EP1 ATA 0.001 055 74.2 0.001 25.0 155
sp 0.047 0.36 61.3 0.029 114 1.9
ATA+SP 0.004 057 80.7 0.003 284 14.1
EP2 ATA 0.002 0.59 61.3
sp 0.103 0.39 48.4
ATA+SP 0.010 64.5
S sle it 03l O g S5 G325 40 by sl bl A J g b3 S 5 e 20 W04 (o oy )5 ATA Ljiw; e
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oS aake ;s W04 s W02 Sle sy slae o o
B B 3 A SNCICLE o IS} . P .
MTA + SP Lo R gl e 5l pbaw S 5 p
Table 8. Statistics of the simple regression of predictor variables of ‘}A S TS e S
tobacco downy mildew (dependent variable EP3) in time windows of ‘CM 53 (A d;-b,-) el Szt WO2 (o st AWS
W02 and W04 in Tirtash region.
. Adjusted S5 e EPS e bl ol i ¢l
Time Independent value R-squared R-squared
window  variable " (%) ?%) 55 SP S ATA e s Jeli Ky sl ke
Wo4 ATA 0.0032 26.2 237 2> 0L 5 ite 55 Gy S tbily 40 5535 oSS
SP 0.0114 20.1 17.3
ATA+SP 0.0031 338 201 Sl ATA e 53 eseedes a3 SO Sl 58l gl 4 &S
W02 MTA 0.0035 25.9 233 .
- Ko ulial g slel Sl lw ol 2l U s
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MTA+AWS  0.0047 319 27.0 V JKD) w5 ool
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b B Ll gla Jdos s (g
MTA+SP+AWS  0.0135 32.2 24.7 e AU S bl sla ol S gloper
ol e w{Jl—;ﬁjw}Lt&“H sles e
2 SP S ATA lsr 5 <l gl e Sl L OF sl Jlaz| 5 (oo ol o ola 3,5 Job

LSL“JS’.":'A e ol alyl glaables 55 ola R8P d}'b Sans wlo BLBE ) L;:LA) e — oM e J_erd.a

4.}‘)\ L;”Le LsLhdJm .LA\ J\A\? C—wd 4.LEP3 3 EP2 (EP1 f‘jiwﬁ s b ‘)_A B uT U"".'.ld.- Ls\ﬁ ‘GLA g)'.’.\ f)"
3590 U5 gadkaie 53 Jlw i aieS b bol 5 ol ole Jis Jler ol Canl s (6ol
JB s 52, s S Olgs a0 Kl B8 il Il 5 solan Sdd i i S o

.)ﬁf )\J:Q deL.w)lS) Qb)}l.ws Lgo.}u.’:.w‘ J)}A Jw‘ &;.w‘ oL %‘)‘q JJJ#} 33 LS)L“:" J‘.Xﬁ-)



Yy

VEOY g e )

ooled A W 1 aAlS Glags,lew 5 U

17F 160 C g
16 ]
120 B
s [ ] [ 1
g wuf % sof —— T E
T .
13F J_ [ .
a0l . d
2f [ — 1
1ng of L E
[) 1 2 0 1 2
EP2 EP2

QYW = A7) Jl o (b 055 ol S golow (5550 oite 53 Gl lajlagel -1 K3
EP2 garaly e olul 5 5L 5 adlats s
Fig. 6. Box plots of two predictor variables of tobacco downy mildew during the 30 years (1984-2014)
in Tirtash region based on dependent variable EP2.
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Fig. 7. Simple regression graphs of two predictor variables of tobacco downy mildew during the 30 years (1984-2014)
in Tirtash region based on dependent variable EP3.
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Table 9. Equations of statistical relationships between weather and dependent variables for predicting tobacco downy mildew during the 30 years
(1984-2014) in Tirtash region.

No. Dependent variable Qutput Equation
1 EP1 oorl EP1 = exp(eta)/(1+exp(eta))
eta = 14.3601 - 1.06054*ATA + 0.0201198*SP
2 Oorl EP1=-107.5 + 14.172*ATA + 0.1438*SP
3 EP2 0,1lor2 EP2 =-110.217 + 14.5208*ATA + 0.127954*SP
4 EP3 % EP3 =64.831 - 3.16293*ATA + 0.0887009*SP
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