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Biology of the sugar beet w eet'il Bothytroderes obliq uefasciatus

Mcnetries in the warm and drr regions of Esfahan province
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S. MOHARRAMIPOURI

Tarbiat Modarres Univcrsit)'. College ofAgriculturer, Mohaghcgh Ardabili Universityr,
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lr this study sone ofthe important aspects ofthe biology ofthe sugar beet weevil

B. obliqllefasciatus, a serious pest of earll season in warm and dry regions of Esfalan

province. $as investigated. The adult wee!ils emigratc liorn their hibernation sites and fied

voraciouslr by on llre colyledon\ ol lhe sugar beets upon thcir cmergelce. The tirrale

oviposite on the surface ofthe.otylcdons. Thc Iirst instar laNae emergc during 7t 0.73 days

urder the 28'C at1d 249lo relative humidity coDdition. The),make a holc in the leafand fall

down in cracl$ ofthe soil near thc roots. They lied liom thc roots and complete their gro$th

after 4 instar during 15-20 days then pupate in their feeding hole in roots or in a soil cocoon

near the ground surface. Pupation period is l0- 15 days. This pest has one generation arnually

and the new generation will overlap with thc olci onc.

'Ihe population fluctuation stud ies in th is region during I 990 and 2000 rcvealcd thal number

of captured weevils increase slowly fronr May to June. based on the pcriod ofbcet culturing,

and then decrease. It increases again to its highest amount in July \,! hen the ne!\ generation

appears and finally decreases till August.
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