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Geographical dissemination of fireblight disease in Iran

N. HASSANZADEH
Plant Pests & Diseases Research Institute

An ongoing extensive survey of pome fruit orchards is conducted to determine the
geographical distribution of fireblight disease in the country. Of two hundred ninty-four
orchards and nurseries sampled for E. amylovora during 1992-97, ninty-three samples
from different hosts/locations were highly infected. Severe outbreaks are observed in
several orchards and few nurseries of Tehran and west Azarbaijan prmrinces.'Among the
host trees, losses are seen mostly on quince plants. Current official reports indicate a
serious and devastating outbreaks in Ghazvin, whereas from west Azarbijan province
incidencr of a mild disease has been reported. All isolates of E. amylovora strains were

similar regarding on biochemical, electophoretic patterns and serologcial characteristics.
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