Appl. Ent. Phytophath.
Vol. 66, 2&1 , Feb.-Aug. 1998

Study of root and stem rot of black locust trees in

Tehran and Semnan provinces

M. MIRABOLFATHY and D. ERSHAD

Plant Pests & Diseases Research Institute, Tehran

ABSTRACT

Since 1992, many black locust trees expressing dieback and wilt symptoms with
stem and root rot, typical of Phytophthora disease, has been observed in afforestation,
landscapes and parks in Tehran, Karadj and Garmsar.

The causual agents attack the junction of tap root and major roots and extend to
basal part of the stem to induce necrosis of the inner bark usually spread
cirumferentially or develop as a girdling pattem.

Bark and wood tissues were collected from margins of discoloration on stems and
roots and plated on Phytophthora semi selective medium.

Three species of Phytophthora namely Phytophthora citrophthora, P. drechsleri and

P. nicotianae were identified and found to be Pathogenic on black locust seedlings.
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