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ABSTRACT

The harm of short-horned grasshoppers (Acridoidea) to crops has long been

uDderstood io Behbahatr regioD. The most barmful species of this group is morocca[

locust which costly chemical operations performed to control this pest led to

€Dvironmeotal problems.

To preseot a converient motrol program, study of bioecolory of the insect seems to

b€ esseDtial. ID this regard the bioecolo$r of morocca[ locust studied ill field, in

breeding cages in nature and in laboratory. The iDvestigalioDs showed tbe thrce

foUoving species are the most harmful grasshopp€rs of rcgoD respectiveb,: Dociorr@/n,J

,tor.xc[uus, D- hataensteini and D. (Notostounls) anotoliaut-

Eggs of D. mlvoccttnr4s halch at t= l8"C and Rtl= 5O<'07o aficr a 8 to l0 month

diapausinS period. Nymphs and adults feed generally on pasture and do oot attack

adjacent cereal fields unlcss pastures dried-up-

(bmparison of E/F ( # ) and F/c ( ffi ) *ti* or adutl moroccan locusr

with thoee of qprus D. mlrrocc.r ts sho$s that this insccl was shifting from solitarious

to ransitional phas€ during 1992 and from Eansitiooal to gregarious phase during 1993

io Tal-Bardy (Behbahan). In Rahdar the fluctuation of thes€ ratios were more

incoospicous.
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OI! the basis of collected informations, to keep moroccan locust under tbe ecooomic

injury level, one must exert various methods such as Pasture revitalizatioD, Sraziog

managemcnt, pasture Preservation, Patchy sPraying with shortJived insecticides aDd

proteclion of bene0cial insects.
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