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Summary

During thrce years of investigatioo ( 1989-1991), ir was found tbat carob morh,

Aponycloit cerotonidc (Zell.), is an important pest of pista'chio nuts io oachards aod

domestic slorages, a pcst had been formerly reported as pomegranate ncck worm:io

lran. Ir was collected from pistachio orchards ifl RafsanjaD, Ravar (Kerman

prwince)and Ashkezar in Yazd province. [,p lo l0 r,erceDt of pislachio Duts vras found

to bc infcsled try lhe pcsl ill htrvcsling limc in thesc flreas.

[,ndcr natural conditions, the adults emerged late in April, bul lhey attacked

pistrchio nuls when the hull started ro crack late in July. Nuts infestllion (increased)

wilh incrcase io qacking sbortly before lhe harvesling time. lls maximum activity fouDd

to be during sepember and October in Rafsilnjan. This insccl could not attack unsplited

hull nuls, how ever the larvae could penctrale uncrackedshell through stem tips. It

appearcd thrt carob moth speDd sevcr l gcnerations on alternate hosis, mainly

pomeSranatc, bcfore pislachio Duts crack. (hr()b moth laid cggs only on hull splited nurs

or in opcn wounds on thc hulls (usually a singlc cgg on cach nul). tlte hatching larvae

fed on thc kcrnel. Larvarl and pupal pcriods wcrc about 42 days and cach larva

consunlcd aboLlt 120 mg of frcsh kernel. ( J nder nalu ralcondition overwintering took

place as larva iD thc nust remained on or under lhe trees, pupa(ion took placc in the

DUtS.

It wirs also observed lhar Quince n)oth, E zolrhcru bigella (Zell.) (:ould attak

pistachio nu(s, but wilh much lgss extent. '[hcy altacked pomegranate lrees, the laryae
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fceding uoder th€ bark of trurlk and twi8s.
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