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Crown rot of cuculbit s ca,lcsed by Pt to\h.tlura hulul.*i ctvsa z svcce

los of yield ia infected fields. Ttris sometimes promotes the faf,mcf,s to cultivate

altsrnative crops. The pathog€nicity ofP, drululcri obtaincd from infected

tissues of cantaloup was examined. Apart from hosts already been reported

solabean and bean were dstermined as the cultivated hosts atd' Anatan ntr

rctroflcxus, L. Chatolottium albumlL. Portulacd olarutca L. arrd Silcrum nigrtm

L. as the weed hosts to the Pathogcn and showed a marked response to the

itt oiffo imfectior' Formation of chlamydospores and oosporcs wx also studied in

both cultivated and weed host stem tissues. The fungus is capable of reproduction

within the invaded tissue and this enables the pathog€n to produce dormant

spores amounting' up to 7. 3 x 10g. f. w. Possession of dormant strucuturc would

enable the firngus to persist in soil, while awaiting for invading a host, aftcr the

disintegration of the host tissue. Thcrehre, rotation with non-susceptiblc crops

would be of little value in reducing density ofp. drachslari or in avoiding crrcwn

rot of cucurbits in future crops, as it would be vttually imposible to pt rid of

weed hosts. As a consequencr there lemains a 4- 5 year fallow followed by

sanitatiol prccautions, implcmeotation of a well - organizcd ftrrtow 4rstem of

and a comprehosivc wecd contrcl the moct sensiblc and to the Point

measures to coatrol the patho$o .
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