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THE BIOLOGY Otr (GAZ PSYLLID) IN IRAN'

A. NAEEM & E. BEHDAD2

SUMMARY

Clanophila dicora Log. overwintcrs as adult ou t\e Aslragalus adscendens,

The host plants are usually covercd by snolv and some branches are exposed.

The insect lives on both, and does not make use of special rvinter s'helters. Irr

spring, when the leafbuds start to grou,, Gaz Psyllid begins itl activity .

.\lier nrating in May rvhcn the leaves arc fully grotvn, thc fernales lay their

eggs on the upperside ofthc leaves. liggs arc laid singly or in cluster, alongside

rhe main vein of the leaves. The nubmcr of thc eggs in each cluster vary from

2 - I l, usually 5 eggs. Nymphs appear at the end ofJune and the ovenvintering

adults die at this time. Ny-mphs feed inside thc rolled leaves lbr sone time and

theD scatte[ on the branchcs when the flou,crs appcar. At the end of,\ugust,

the nymphal rving buds appcar and grow gradually. The egg laying period

is about 55 davs and thc nymphal stage lasts 100 days. At the last nymphal

stagc when the wings of nymphs leach the fint abdoninal segnrent, the). secretc

rhc lvhitc stick,v string - like marna callcd <<Gaz or Gaz - .\ngebin>. During thc

end ofA,ugust to the beginning of October, thc peasalts collect thc secreriotl

by shaking or beating the host plant branches for rnaking thc spccial candl'.
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Gaz - Psyllid has one generation per year. I{ealthy nymphs which have flat

abdornen, are able to secrete the manna, rvhile thosc with swollen abdomen

parasltt*dby Pslllaephagus sp, (Bncyrtidac,Hym.) cannot produce it, Ptllazphogus

parasitises the psyllid nymphs up to 70li in some yean.
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