
Dnt. Phyt. Appliq.

Vol. 54, No. I & 2, 1987

BIOLOGICAL CONTROL OF lccria purchasi IN FARSI

J. KiIALAT2

SUT,IMAIIY

The cottony cushi on scale (Icetia purchasi MaskJ produces 4 generations

in a year under climatic conditions of contaminated rogions (Khafre, Shiraz) '

The Ufe ryclc of this insect is variabe (70 - 1'10 days) ' Ths insect has

been collected ftom 12 host plants, mostly citnu species and pomegrarrate'

C)ur investigations reveal that the lady bcetle (Vatalia conlitalis Mul')

is a very ellicient predator for biological coneol of this scale, and it is able to

produce onc Seneraton every l9 - 22 days' If the climatic and fceding condi -

tions for the beetle are not suitable, this lvill cause the reproduction cycle

to become more delaycd.

What makes thc beetle to be onc of the best means of efficient biological

control is that it controls the scale at different staSes of growth whilc it is going

through differcnt rtages of growth itself'
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