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ROLE OF CULTURAL PRACTICES IN CONTROL OF
T1{B SUGAR CAI\IE STEM BORER IN TI{E REGION

OP HAFT - TAppEH; KHOQZESTA1IT

M. DAI{IALI2

SI.IMMARY

Scsamia nomgrioitl* bolatiohaga TAMES & BOWDEN is an important pcst

of sugar canc h Haft - Tappch plantatioas.

On sugar canc, it has four to fivc generatioru a ycar. Femals moth:

flprcfcr to lay thcir egg! on young shoots of sugar cane, on thc iancr surfacc

of leaf shcath.

Thc plants morc than 100 centimctcra high arc not usually prefcrrcd
oncs for oviposition and infcstation of thcsc plants arc usually occurrcd by
migrating larvac.

Becaurc of spccial wcathcr condition: in Haft - Tappch (Sec Tablc I
& Fig. I in Farsi tcxt) thcre arc only six cffcctive growth monthr, from Mid -
April to the middle of Octobcr. Thc pcriod of best growth start! in thc latc
Jun".

The most important cultural practiccs cllectivc in ougar canc growth
and the ratc ofborer infcstation arc : harvcating olrration, ratooning,irrigation
and fcrtilization.

Canca at Haft - Tappch arc buraed prior to harvcst then hand cut



and piled. Harvcrting operation if done during winter montlls reduce sugar

cane borer populatioa, but if this operation continuc during rpring and

summcr months, quite apart from obvious los injuicc quality and amountn

of sugar pcr hectar of the late harvested fields, there is also a real reduction

in yield of ratoon crops and increasing of borer infestation (Sce Tables 2, 3

and Figs. 6, 7, 8 in Iani tcxt),
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