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Summary

The tomato russet mite, Aculops locopersici (Massee), 1s one of the
important pests ol commercial tomato planting in Varamin arca. It damages all
airial parts ol tomato plants (stems, petals, leaves and (ruits). The Lyvcopersicon
spp. showed the typical russet stems and leaves. The activity is mostly around
the main ribs. in petiol and stem grooves.

Tomato russet mite apeared in July and its population built up in
september and October, in Varanin area. Population increase during summer
months caused heavy damages and finally death of tomato plants.

The conducted investigation showed that, it takes from egg to adult stage 8
days, at 25 £1C" und 50 £5 RH.

Wind and insects such as Bemisia sp., Whichare abundant in this area. help
its spreading and further host infestation in neighbouring tomato ficlds. Other
plants were found to be the host for tomato russet mite.

Experiments with 6 acaricides showed that bromopropylate ., sulfur and

karathane are the most effective compounds, on this serious pest.

25



References

ABOU - AWAD, B. AL 1980, Two new species of genus Acwlops in Egypt.
Acarologia 21(2): 234- 238,

DANESHVAR. H. 1984, ACAROLOGY. As a polyvcopy for postgraduate
study. Plant Pests and Discases Rescarch Institute. Evin, Tehran, pp. 103,

FARATIBAKHSH. GH. 1961, A cheeklist of economically important insccts
and other enemies ol Plants and agricultural products.Plan Org. Press.pp.
153

JEPPSON, L. R. and H. KEIFER 1975, Mite injurious to cconomic plants.
Univ. of Cal. Press: P. 507 - 508,

KHALIL - MANESH. B. 1973, Phintophagous mite fauna of Iran. Ent.
Phytopath. Appl. 35: 30-35.

METCALE.G.L. and R.T FLINT 1962, Destructive and uselul msccts. their
habits and control. MeGrow Hill Book Co. INC. PP. 657,
OSMAN. A.A. 1982, Efficiency of some fungicides in the control of the
criophyvid mite. Dasares lvcopersici. Bull. Ent. Soc. of Egvpt. No.9.
OVERMEER. W. P. Gi. 1985. Technigues.Rearingand Handling. Spider mites.
their Biology. natural enemies and control. Vol. 1B, Elsevier, Amsterdam
pp. 458,

RICI. R. I, and F. E. STRONG 1962. Bionomics of the tomato russet mite.
Vasates Lycopersici. Ann. Ent. Soc. Amer. 435-436.

SMITH - MEYER. M.K.P. 1981. Mite pests of crops in southern Africa. Sci.
Bull.No. 397 : 35-37. Dep. Agric. Fish. Requl. S Afr.

TALHOUK. AM.S. 1969. Insccts and mites Injurious to Crops in Middle

eastern countries. Verlag Paul Parey, Hamburg und Berlin, 239pp.

Address of the authors:

Eng. P. BARADARAN - ANARAKL Plant Pests & Discases Rescarch

26



Laboratory. P.O, Box 114, Varanin. Iran.
DR. H. DANESHVAR. Research Department of Agricultural Zoology, Plant

Pests & Diseases Research Institute, P. O. Box 1454, Tehran, 19395, Iran.

27



