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BIOLOGY, HOST RANGE AND DAMAGE OF CORN STEM BORER IN

KHUZESTAN

Summar!

Irr Klruzcstiln thc dontinant species of corn litcm borcr is .lt'rrinlia

tton[griii.l(':i fu)lut?lrhoga T.&8. Its host plants ineludcd maize , stlgar cane.

\.!hclt. s()r-ghonr. sudatr grass, rice ard sonle u'ild grasses. Our investigation

slrowcdthat S. lonu rt'ioitk: all:.rcked to a ll pla n t pilrts of nra ize exce pt th e roots.

lt o\ clwintcrcd as lully grown larvac at the stcm bascs and in stubblcs of nraizc

in thc lield. Thcy t'entaincd ar rcsting unlil !'arly spring, then lurncd to pupac

latc in March. Adult moth\ wete cnrcrged lalc in Mlrch and rrtatcd limalcs

initiatcd to lay eggs in crrly April

Eggs werc dcpositer,l in small batches lt the basc ol lcaf blirdes and leaf

shcaths. Thc irrcubation p! riul ol eggs last 4-8 days. Larral tccdingdamage on

th( heart ol the young plantscauscd the stmptomsoldead hearton them Fully

grown larvlc pupatcd at the end ol their lceding sites'

S. noutgrioith.'t pro<!ttccd 4 generations during the active seasons from la(c

March to carll Dcccmber. A partialll- Iilih gcneration war also produced on

secorrd planting of maizc and on stubbles [ront mid - November to late

I:cbruary.
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ln Khulcstan. thc lirst phnting ()l maizc toleralcd ciantages of I-1.5

gcncritI ions of S. x r)r(tgll rrl(/r'.r. $'ltercas lhc sccond pla nl irtgs $'crc darnagcd by 2-

2.5 generalions ol thc pest.
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