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BIOLOGY AND POPULATION FLUCTUATION OF POTATO TUBER

MOTH PHTHORIMAEA OPERCIJLELLA (ZELI,ER) IN KARAJ
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Summarl'

Potato tuber motlr I'htltot'inruca optrtulclla lZ.\ (LepiLl<tpte ra: Ce lechidac )

wrs obscrved and introduced for the first timc in Karaj in 1985.

It was a new pe:'t for potato in lran and because ol ils importance,

investigations started immcdiately. The results showed that undcr the

cn!ironmental condition of Karaj the insect had 5 generations per year, with a

-13 days average longevity. This insect ovcrwintered mostly as larvae inside the

tubcrs in difltrcnt dcpths of the soil. The maximum numbers ol adults came

from the infestcd tubers located in l0-20 depth ofsoil. Thc insect alsodamaged

thc eggplant, lobacco. tomato and some species of Solanaceae lamily such as

-';oldnuttt ,li\t'uDt anl I) twa \tkttttoniunt.
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