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Population size and diet of the Lesser Kestrel

(Falco naumanni) in Tehran and Golestan Provinces
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5l asboil laylsse i 5 /LY Crocidura sp. s\s )l s5e i pizeans .5 55 (LX) Mus sp.
S oAy p3 sl e J ST ) Ko S Ok (slaasab 5174 Soricidae o3] 5l
La ples ((Y) 08w 5 5 Ol 355 () OB W, (1F) Ol (10) Lo ssl= Ll
st plulid glay e i 5 OB g 51 & s 3L ea (1)) bS5 28 5 (1))
STy ailain 55 45 S ol damw g5 ol 03,555 (sladenb o 53 3 rags ol o
D=0 > Meriones sp. > > Microtus sp. J 3| d5s 5 Lo &S xSlL I3 2

Calomyscus 3 Cricetulus migratorius § jS\> jsls Crocidura sp.
OV euly (&l i O80T s cansy Falco naumanni «Sox S axds (g ddS gbael g
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Abstract
The Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni Fleischer, 1818 (Falconidae) is a migratory raptor in
Iran. Using Point Count method, the population of Lesser Kestrels was estimated about 256
individuals in the surveyed areas of Tehran and Golestan provinces in the spring of 2006—
2007. The population was consisted of 6 subpopulations namely 12 individuals in Niavaran,
14 around Latian Dam (Tehran), 35 around Kalaleh (Golestan), 70 in Gomishan (Golestan),
50 in Bandar Turkmen (Golestan) and 18 in Khajeh Nafas (Golestan). After nest-finding, a
batch of 239 and 118 pellets were collected from roost sites around Latian Dam (Tehran
Province) and Bandar Turkmen (Golestan Province) respectively. Each pellet was soaked in

95% alcohol and then teased apart using a pair of forceps and a needle. Animal remains were
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classified into some categories such as Orthoptera, Coleoptera, Formicidae, Aves and
Rodentia. The frequency of each category was calculated. Analysis of the collected pellets
revealed that in Latian Orthoptera, Coleoptea and Formicidae were present in 2%, 21% and
9% of the pellets respectively while in Bandar Turkmen they were in 71%, 31% and 4% of
pellets respectively. Rodent and shrew remains were present in 18.8% of the Latian pellets of
which Meriones sp. (49%) was the most important item followed by field mice Apodemus
(21%), Microtus sp. (11%), Soricidae (9%), hamster Calomyscus sp. (4%), and grey hamster
Cricetulus migratorius, Mus sp. and Crocidura sp. (each of them 2%). Bandar Turkmen
pellets also included Bivalvia and Gastropoda (5%), Mammalia (4%), Aves (3%), Reptilia
and Amphibia (3%), Chriroptera (1%) and Dermaptera (1%).

Key words: Lesser Kestrel, Falco naumanni, pellet, diet, rodents, insects, Orthoptera,

Coleoptera, Iran.
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Fig. 1. Roosting site of Lesser Kestrel at holes of a bridge close to the Latian Dam, Tehran
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DS (55 0 i (Sl sy BLbI )3 S S amds (goglam g e =Y IS
Fig. 2. Breeding site of Lesser Kestrel on a clay wall,

Tamar Ghareh-Ghouzi village, Kalaleh, Golestan
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Fig. 3. Different shape, colour and size of the collected pellets of Lesser Kestrel
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Table 1. Results of Lesser Kestrel numbers in Tehran, Mazandaran and Golestan provinces in different habitat (Numbers in brackets are reported by other people)

RIEW b S ol ps S olps o g,,ic;ﬁ Sl JSs Olitle gy, sliai pSla
Province Area Stone wall Clay wall Tree Water tower Telecom. tower Building Wire Max. No.
Ol e el g O
oe e s 5) (15) 20
Tehran Varamin Plain
o€ S 0
Tehran Karaj
Ol e Oyl
oe o 12.(18) 18
Tehran Niavaran
Ol & Hld o
e o 3(14) 14
Tehran Latian
okls OB 3 el 18 18
Golestan Gorgan city
oS NS (53 530 3 al 35 15
Golestan Tamar Ghareh-Ghouzi
Sy 53050
© EAR ) 7
Golestan Azad-Shahr
okt OliseS 12 70 2
Golestan Gomishan (2006) (2007)
ks ol 6 12 24
Golestan Khajeh Nafas
e | & . .. 5
oS eSSk e 10 40 50
Golestan Bandar Turkmen
14 35 34 12 70 75 22 256

Total / g
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Table 2. Number of Lesser Kestrel observed and number of pellets collected in different areas of the present study

Jl \YAO
Year 2006
4>l ol S5 oy P pe Oli.S s
Area Latian Bandar Turkmen Khajeh Nafas Gomishan Kalaleh
Sorer
3 (14 2005) 50 18 12 35
Population
fdas s slaa S L byl s e S L b s s e S L b s
W 239 (20052007, 5 o S b bl Ko a5 bl Ko a5 bl
Pellet numbers Mixed with other bird species Mixed with other bird species Mixed with other bird species
db \YAS
Year 2007
4>l ol S 5 oy PR pe Oli.S s
Area Latian Bandar Turkmen Khajeh Nafas Gomishan Kalaleh
Sorer
0 20 7 70 15
Population
Aoy 3ldas s sd S L bl s s S L byl
Pellet numbers 0 100 Mixed with other bird species 0 Mixed with other bird species
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Fig. 4. Occurrence of animal preys among total pellets of Lesser Kestrel
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Fig. 5. Proportion of the identified taxa (based on skull and teeth) among total prey items
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s Lacerta  lepida s\s \o—w s 5 Psammodromus s Chalcides oSl O8I 5=
4oa g Natrix maura gr.’i s s viperine (¢la s Blanus cinereus (Podarcis hispanica
(Passer) \La iS5 Carduelis, Serinus slao yg Jols OULuSlineS axuly 51 OB,
D edd gLl glajl e i OB s > _» {Cramp and Simmons, 1979) 1> 4
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ol OLiaS 5 ok a2 (eSS (15 BB o Ll OLieS 5 ol a5
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