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Short report

Report of Praon gallicun (Hym.: Braconidae, Aphidiinae) from Iran:
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Resources Research Center of Kermanshah, Iran'; Iranian Research Institute of Plant

Protection, P. O. Box 1454, Tehran 19395, Iran%; Academy of Science of Czech Republic3;

Corresponding author: Shahrokhil349 @ gmail.com™.

A survey was conducted to identify parasitoids of wheat aphids in Kermanshah
province during 2007-2008. Mummies were collected and reared in the laboratory at
25 + 1°C, 60-70% RH, and a photoperiod of 16:8 (L: D) hours. In this research, seven species
of aphid parasitoids belonging to the family Braconidae, subfamily Aphidiinae were collected
from wheat fields of Kermanshah province in spring of 2005-2006, of which Praon gallicum
is the first record for the fauna of Iran. This species was collected from bird cherry-oat aphid,
Rhopalosiphum padi in wheat fields of Dorud Faraman, Allahyarkhani, Sare Pol and
Beshiveh Sare Pol regions of the province at 10- April, 2006, 13- May, 2005, 5- April, 2006,
and 5- April, 2006, respectively and were identified by Petr Stary from academy of science of
Czech republic. Key to the identification of Praon Holiday species was provided by Stary
(1981), (Acta Entomologica Bohemoslovaca 78: 382- 396). P. gallicum was collected on
greenbug, Schizaphis graminum in France for the first time and described by Stary (1971),
(Annals of Society of Entomology in France 7 (3): 625-627). Pike et al. (1997),
(Environmental Entomology 26 (6): 1299-1311) reported this parasitoid on small grain aphids
in United States of America and mentioned that it was introduced from Europe. Distinctive
morphological characters of P. gallicum with body lenth of 1.2-1.5 mm were as follow:

Antennae 15-16 (rarely 17) segmented, F1 five times as long as wide, F2 1/5 shorter
than F1, Scape, pedicel, F1 and F2 bright yellow, the rest of antennae brown. Face with a
narrow central longitudinal hairless stripe. Forewing m-cu vein absent. Tergite 1 of abdomen
quadrate and as long as wide at spiracles and dark brown, base of tergite 2 yellowish. Central

lobe of Mesoscutum sparsely pubescent and lateral lobes with large oval hairless areas.
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