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An investigation on weed seed viability in different depths of compost pile 
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Fig. 1- Temperature of manure at different depths and times in covered composting pile 
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Fig. 2- Temperature of manure at different depths and times in uncovered composting pile 
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Fig. 3- Relationship between the depth and the temperature in covered and  

uncovered compost pile during first month 
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Fig. 4- Relationship between the depth and the temperature in covered and  

uncovered compost pile during second month 
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Fig. 5- Relationship between the depth and the temperature in covered and  

uncovered compost pile during third month 
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Fig. 6- Relationship between the depth and the temperature in covered and  

uncovered compost pile during fourth month 
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Table 1- Means of seed viability reduction (%) after different times in covered compost pile 
 

���(  
4 month 

6��(  
3 month 

0��(   
2 month 

���(  
1 month 

�2 1�8�� E�2 ��9�� �  
            weeds 

65.616a 
69.651a 
58.881a 
69.878a 
66.704a 
64.667a 
68.547a 
74.099a 
75.520a 
76.420a 
67.444a 
79.809a 
84.789a 
65.557a 
71.042a 
77.112a 

60.717b 
68.203a 
57.432a 
69.746a 
64.272a 
58.464b 
69.239a 
72.412a 
75.589a 
74.583a 
63.330b 
74.882b 
81.473b 
64.621a 
68.006b 
76.889a 

56.787c 
54.166b 
48.128b 
68.566a 
54.929b 
51.836c 
69.332a 
68.904b 
73.840a 
69.879b 
61.664b 
72.778b 
79.087b 
62.352a 
66.556bc 
75.221a 

48.17d 
43.518c 
37.410c 
66.840a 
50.021c 
41.676d 
67.138a 
67.028b 
67.604b 
62.773c 
51.330c 
66.696c 
70.924c 
57.550b 
65.277c 
49.169b 

Amaranthus retroflexus 
Chenopodium album 
Cuscuta campestris 
Descurainia sophia 
Echinochloa crus-galli 
Goldbachia laevigata 
Hordeum spp 

Phalaris minor 
Portulaca oleracea 
Rapistrum rugosum 
Rumex crispus 
Salvia nemorosa 
Setaria viridis 
Sinapis arvensis 
Stellaria media 
Vaccaria oxyodonta 

�������  ��        �	
	� �
	�� ���� �� 
� �� ��       ������ ���� ���   ���  �����!   � ����"#�$"
    %&��'  ��(
� 

��)� *+�� 
	�.  

In each column, means with the same letter have no significant difference (Duncan 5%). 
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Table 3- Means of seed viability reduction (%) after different times in uncovered compost pile 
 

4 month 3 month 2 month 1 month Weeds         

72.222a 

79.011a 

69.496a 

84.268a 

74.179a 

75.489a 

78.909a 

82.106a 

88.523a 

87.223a 

73.720a 

83.469a 

89.076a 

71.279a 

78.984a 

81.764a 

69.958a 

74.772b 

69.591a 

78.914b 

74.019a 

68.556b 

77.728a 

82.656a 

85.418a 

83.683b 

68.691b 

81.196a 

89.454a 

68.568ab 

76.973a 

80.140a 

63.414b 

66.236c 

59.590b 

78.357b 

65.256b 

59.588c 

77.333a 

79.850a 

79.704b 

78.111c 

64.612c 

79.930ab 

86.158b 

67.697b 

73.402b 

80.887a 

59.228c 

54.744d 

45.248cd 

74.813c 

60.422c 

50.626e 

73.833b 

76.140b 

78.714b 

73.547d 

56.253de 

76.192b 

76.361c 

62.922c 

70.718b 

59.178b 

Amaranthus retroflexus 

Chenopodium album 

Cuscuta campestris 

Descurainia sophia 

Echinochloa crus-galli 

Goldbachia laevigata 

Hordeum spp 

Phalaris minor 

Portulaca oleracea 

Rapistrum rugosum 

Rumex crispus 

Salvia nemorosa 

Setaria viridis 

Sinapis arvensis 

Stellaria media 

Vaccaria oxyodonta 

������� ���	
�� �	
 �� ����� ����
 ��
� 	� �� �� ��  �� �����  !"� �� ���#$�%#&��'� �(��  )*�� ���. 

In each column, means with the same letter have no significant difference. (Duncan 5%) 
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Table 4- Means of seed viability reduction (%) at different depths in covered and uncovered compost piles 
 

���� ��	�� ����  
covered pile 

���� �
�� ����  
uncovered pile 

 

1.5m 1m 0.5m 1.5m 1m 0.5m Weeds 

20.437c 62.598b 90.317a 28.568c 74.448b 95.600a Amaranthus retroflexus 

19.709c 67.756b 89.188a 33.746c 78.810b 93.517a Chenopodium album 

16.559c 49.568b 85.262a 26.440c 66.373b 90.130a Cuscuta campestris 

40.625c 66.605b 99.042a 54.185c 83.079b 100a Descurainia sophia 

22.726c 60.523b 93.696a 34.175c 73.259b 97.973a Echinochloa crus-galli 

21.557c 54.847b 86.078a 31.139c 67.459b 92.095a Goldbachia laevigata 

32.432c 73.193b 100a 51.697c 79.156b 100a Hordeum spp 

32.736c 83.438b 95.659a 46.563c 94.525b 99.475a Phalaris minor 

50.415c 70.177b 98.823a 60.712c 88.765b 99.793a Portulaca oleracea 

46.025c 72.512b 94.205a 57.858c 85.794b 98.271a Rapistrum rugosum 

23.813c 64.342b 94.672a 30.096c 72.153b 95.208a Rumex crispus 

46.179c 76.861b 97.583a 54.299c 86.291b 100a Salvia nemorosa 

46.666c 90.539b 100a 59.608c 96.179b 100a Setaria viridis 

22.577c 71.742b 93.241a 32.716c 73.057b 97.076a Sinapis arvensis 

29.961c 73.199b 100a 36.485c 88.573b 100a Stellaria media 

19.834c 45.614b 55.574a 51.687c 81.337b 93.453a Vacaria oxyodonta 

�������  ��    ���� �� 
� �� ��       ����� ��� �� �	
	� �
	��  �� ����!    %&�
� ���"#�$"'  ��)� �(
�   
	�

*+��.  

In each column, means with the same letter have no significant difference (Duncan 5%). 
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Table 6- Means of seed viability reduction (%) in covered and uncovered compost piles 
 

���� �� 
covered piles  

���� �
��  
uncovered piles  

"� #���� $"� ����� �  
            weeds  

57.78b  65.95a Amaranthus retroflexus 
60.55b  69.6a Chenopodium album 
50.23b  61.03a Cuscuta campestris  
68.74b  79.25a Descurainia sophia  
59.06b  68.46a Echinochloa crus-galli  
54.16b  63.40a Goldbachia laevigata  
68.54b  76.95a Hordeum spp  
70.58b  80.15a Phalaris minor  
73.13b  82.32a  Portulaca oleracea  
69.80b  80.64a Rapistrum rugosum 
60.69b  65.82a Rumex crispus 
73.51b  80.69a Salvia nemorosa 
79.07b  85.26a Setaria viridis  
62.52b  67.62a Sinapis arvensis  
67.80b  75.02a  Stellaria media  
70.13b 75.43a Vaccariao oxyodonta  

������� �� �� 
� �� �� -��
�	
	� ����� ���  ��  %&� 
� ���"#�$" ����!'��)� �(
�  *+�� 
	�. 

In each column, means with the same letter have no significant difference (Duncan 5%). 
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 ()�*+ kl& pH  
Fig. 7- pH level variations in compost pile  
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Fig. 8- Electrical Conductivity variations 
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Fig. 9- Water content variations  
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Fig. 10- Organic carbon variations  
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Fig. 11- Carbon- to- nitrogen ratio 
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Fig. 12- Total nitrogen variations in compost pile 
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ABSTRACT 

 

Adding fresh manure to cropland results in an increased weed population ensued from 

seeds present in the manure. Composting process can reduce weed seed viability. In an 

experiment seed viability of sixteen important weed species in forage fields were studied 

during composting process. Seeds enclosed within nylon mesh bags were buried into the two 

compost piles, at 0.5, 1 and 1.5 meters depths for 4 months in early summer in 2004. Two 

compost piles made from cow manure and one of them was covered by plastic sheets. Seed 

packets were removed monthly for 4 months to test seed viability.The results showed a 

dependence between weed seed viability lost in compost and composting high temperature. 

Compost piles tended to have higher temperatures at 0.5 meter (60-70°C) than 1 and 1.5m at 

first and second months, then the temperature decreased. This is probably because the pile 

was better aerated at the depth of 0.5m. Seed viability loss was different for each species. 

Some of species showed about 100% viability loss after one month. Weed seeds lost their 

viability at the 0.5m depth having higher temperature compared to deeper layers. In the 

covered compost pile, seed viability loss and temperature were lower than in uncovered 

compost pile. Almost all weed species were killed after being placed for 2 months at 0.5m 

depth of uncovered compost piles in summer. However, only viability of Cuscuta monogyna, 

Goldbachia laevigata, Chenopodium album and Amaranthus retroflexus were decreased after 

3 months. Chemical test showed that water content reduced after one month composting at 

three different depths. pH values varied between 7 to 8. Carbon to nitrogen ratio was between 

15-20 after three months of composting at three above-mentioned depths.  

Key words: manure, weed seed viability, composting. 

                                                           
∗ Corresponding author: hom_salimi@yahoo.com 



                                               H. Salimi, J. Khalghani, A. A. Gharehdaghi and H. Rahimian Mashhadi 

 
 

  32

References 

 

EGHBALL, B. and J. F. POWER, 1999. Composted and noncomposted manure 

application to conventional and no-tillage systems: corn yield and nitrogen uptake. Agronomy 

Jurnal. 91: 819-825. 

EGHBALL, B., J. F. POWER, J. E. GILLEY and J. W. DORAN, 1997. Nutrient, 

carbon and mass loss beef cattle feedlot manure during composting. Journal of Environmental 

Quality. 26: 189-193. 

ESNO, H., H. SOLNA and M. SWEDEN, 1966. Proceedings of the International seed 

Testing Association. Wageningen. (netherlands), p: 92.  

MCGIFFEN, M. and J. SAWMA, 2000. Compost seed and pathogen viability tests. 

http://esce.ucr.edu/wasteman/2000/mcgiffen.htm. 

NISHIDA, T., S. KUROKAVA, S. SHIBATA and N. KITAHARA, 1999. Effect of 

duration of heat exposure on upland weed seed viability. Weed Science. 44: 59-66. 

NISHIDA, T., N. SHIMIZU, M. ISHIDA, T. ONOUE and N. HARASHIMA, 1998. 

Effect of cattle digestion and of composting heat on weed seeds. Japan Agricultural Research 

Quarterly. 32: 55-60. 

PACE, M. and D. GRANATTEIN, 2000. Weed seeds succumb to composting in Utah. 

http:// ipcm wisc.edu/wcm/pdfs/2001/01-12 weeds2. html. 

PLEASANT, J. and K. J. SCHLATHER, 1994. Incidence of weed seed in cow (bos sp.) 

manure and its importance as a weed source for cropland. Weed Technology. 8: 304-310. 

RYNK, R., M. VAN DE. KAMP, G. B. WILLSON, M. E. SINGLEY, T. L. RICHARD 

and J. J. KOLEGA, 1992. On farm composting. Northeast regional Agric. Engr. Serv., Ithaca, 

NY anaerobic treatment on weed seed viability. Biological Agriculture and Horticulture.  

10: 1-8. 

SARAPATKA, B., M. HOLUB, M. LHOTSKA, 1993. The effects of farmyard manure 

an aerobic treatment on weed seed the ability. Biological Agriculture and Horticulture, 10:1-

8. 

SWEETEN, J. M. 1988. Composting manure and sludge. P. 38-44. Proc. Natle. Poultry 

Waste Management Symp., Columbus, OH. 18-19 Apr. 1988. Ohio State University, Columbus. 

TERESHCHUK, V. and P. LAZAUSKAS, 2002. Weed control in manure by 

composting. Proceedings 21th German Conference on Weed Biology and Weed Control, 5-7 

march 2002, Stuttgart-Hohenheim. Journal of Plant Diseases and Protection. 647-651. 



An investigation on weed seed viability in different depths of compost pile 

  

  

  33

 

Address of the authors: Eng. H. SALIMI and Eng. J. KHALGHANI, Iranian Research 

Institute of Plant Protection, P. O. Box 1454, Tehran 19395, Iran; Dr. A. A. GHAREH 

DAGHI, Animal Science Research Institute, Karaj, Iran; Dr. H. RAHIMIAN MASHHADI, 

College of Agriculture, Tehran University, Karaj, Iran. 



                                               H. Salimi, J. Khalghani, A. A. Gharehdaghi and H. Rahimian Mashhadi 

 
 

  34

 


