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ABSTRACT

Eriophyes ficus Cotte (Acari: Eriophyidae) is a serious mite pest and vector of Fig
Mosaic Virus on fig trees in Iran and else where. Effects of different pruning methods (one,
two, three, four shoots trees, fan and indigenous types) were investigated on population
E. ficus for two years (2000-2001) in Saveh region. The one square centimeter of under side
of fig leaf selected for counting mites. Four section of each leaf used in four replications to
determine mite abundance. A fortnight sampling intervals applied from month of May till
October of both years. The SAS program was used to analyse mean of collected mite data.
Mean analysis of mite data statistically were found significant at one percent level in all
pruning methods. Results also indicated that, maximum mean of mite population recorded
42.24 and 40.06 mites for two and three shoots type of pruning in first years respectively
while in second year this means were 56.47 and 53.9 mites in four shoots and indigenous type
of pruning and placed them in low affecting group of DMRT.

Least mean of eriophyid mite among pruning methods recorded for one shoot type of
pruning while maximum mean of mite observed for two, four and indigenous types pruning.
Adult female mite diapause initiated with decreasing mean of temperature and day period

from Sep. till November in Saveh region.
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