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Fig. 1-Side view of Spanish Sparrow, with female in the middle and males
at the sides.
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Fig. 2 - Front view of Spanish Sparrow, with female in the middle and males
at the sides.
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Fig. 3 — Nest of Spanish Sparrow on pear tee (Dasht-Moghan),
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Fig. 4 - Nest of Spanish Sparrow on false acacia (Gorgan).
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Fig. 5 — Nest of Spanish Sparrow on poplar trees (Gorgan).
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Fig. 6 — Nest of Spanish Sparrow with exit hole.
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Fig. 7 - Nest of Spanish Sparrow with eggs in it.
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Fig. 8 — Chicks of Spanish Sparrow (about one week old).
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SPANISH SPARROW (1) IN IRAN (2)
A. MOBINI TEHRANI (3)

SUMMARY

Birds’ damage is very common among some species of ploceidae family

which include sparrows of different kinds.

The present paper deals with the study on spanish sparrow (P. hispanio-
lensis) which is of special economic importance in agriculture.

Identification: L. 14.5 cm., Male has bright chestnut crown, and has
streaked flanks and is darker than house sparrow. The female is identical to the
female of house sparrow.

Behaviour: Since this bird is of migratory type, it builds its nest in different
places during migration period, which is related to the surrounding temperature.
In Gorgan it happens in early May, in East Azarbayjan (Dasht Moghan) in
April and in Khusestan (Safi Abad), in early March.

The population of these birds is low at the beginning of migration with
males outnumbering females. Later they appear in groups of hundreds, with the
last groups being only females.

The inhabitancy is proceeded by building nests on the trees near the farms.
The materials used for building the outer surface of the nests are brought by males
and consist mainly of plants belonging to Graminae family and even green weeds.
Females function as the inside decorators.

These birds in total are able to carry large amount of plant materials to
nest sites. The materials used to build the inner part of a nest consist of soft
plant parts as Artemisia herba alba and capitol of Cirsium sp. and even feathers
as reported by Gavzilov and Shootkin (1963). These authors have concluded
that the presence of feather in the nests of this species is a guiding tool for the
(1) = Passer hispaniolensis (TEMM.) of Ploceidae family.

(2) - Submitted for publication August 23, 1978.

(3)- Dr. Mirabolfazl Mobini Tehrani, Plant Pests and Diseases Risearch Institute, P.O.Box
3178, Tehran, Iran.
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recognition of their nests from those of house sparrow. This finding however is
not confirmed by the author, since some nests belonging to spanish sparrow have

been seen without any feathers while nests containing feathers have been noticed
for house sparrow.

The nest is bulky, ball-shaped and 20 to 25 cm, in diameter, with an
enterance and exit hole of around 4 cm. in diameter.

After the nests are built, female start to lay eggs. Each female lays 4-5
eggs which are elliptical in shape with bluish-white color, and are covered with
dark brown spots and small streaks:

The size of the egg range from 14.25x19.8 to 15.6X23.6 centimeters
with an average of 14.99 x21.55 (figures are based on counts made for 20 eggs
collected from Dasht-Moghan).

The hatching occurs 11 to 14 days later. The chicks are blind when born.
They start to fly after two weeks forming groups of one to two thousands.

Feeding: Spanish sparrow prefers to feed mainly on cereals at milky-
ripe stage, collected from the near-by farms and if the cereals are not available
they feed on seeds of plants belonging to Graminae and Leguminosae families
They also feed on insects and larvae during their reproduction period, and in
this respect they are considered as beneficial birds (see the figures in Farsi text).
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